Dear Lisa.
Thank you for sending the latest draft plans for the Franklin Foreshore Redevelopment. We would
make the following points in response.
Quoting directly from the ‘state election strategy’ document, the original outcomes for this project
were:
• Marina area providing areas for commercial vessels and tourist cruises to dock
• New public jetty area, following the demolition of the former Wharf area in front of the
• Evaporators site
• Pedestrian linkages between the existing walking trails and the Marina area.
The project specifics were:
• The construction of timber boardwalks on the banks of the Huon River, which will also
assist in the prevention of any further erosion.
• A link to the existing boardwalk north of the site
• An opportunity for tourist cruise boats to embark
• Attracting river cruises that may operate and visit this site transporting tourists from
Hobart.
• The expansion of the marina will provide valuable moorings within the Huon River adjacent
to the Wooden Boat Centre which provides another tourist visitation opportunity and
enhances economic benefits and activities of the area.
The priorities for development that we submitted were intended to meet the spirit of these aims and
to fulfil the needs of Living Boat Trust (LBT) members. We are glad to see that three of these
priorities are addressed: an anchor point for a pontoon next to the evaporators, cleaning up the
concrete dumped in the adjacent small ‘cove’, and refurbishment of the sand ramp. We are
however disappointed that other opportunities to meet the project aims have been ignored. Refer to
the diagram below for what we regard at the most important of the remaining ‘opportunities’, which
were identified in the document tendered to you at the last meeting.
•

Priority 2 is an anchor point (or small wharf) for a pontoon to be shared by the LBT and the
Wooden Boat Centre. This would meet the need both for an adequate disembarkation point
for cruise tourists coming to the Centre, for LBT rowing and sailing activities, and for boats
visiting Franklin.

•

Priority 3 is for a wharf and pontoon to be available to the many users of the shared sand
ramp.

•

Of possibly equal importance (to us) is the proposed walkway around the foreshore from the
sand ramp. This will provide both pedestrian and on the water access to this very sheltered
cove, ideal for tying up small boats particularly during a flood. It should also tie in the
various facilities and make this a more attractive area to visit.

•

Priority 4 is a short walkway to a pontoon for tying up the LBT whaleboats, which are of
interest not just to the LBT but also to the many visitors who enjoy the aesthetic and
heritage value of these boats.

The most expensive of the initiatives listed in the Council’s latest concept plan (included below) is
the new accessible public toilet. Whilst we concede that there may be a need for this in future we
do not concede that it is a high priority now. Looking again at the project priorities and the
opportunities presented, we believe that Council should reconsider reallocating the funds available.

